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President’s Note… 

Stephanie Busbea

President, MAEA

In March, I represented the MAEA at the Delegates 
Assembly at the NAEA Convention in Seattle. We worked to 
correct outdated language in the position statements and 
discussed current language in the media arts standards at 
length. At the Regional Awards Ceremony we celebrated 
our own Vicky Miley as the Southeastern Region Art 
Educator of the Year and Renna Moore as Mississippi Art 
Educator of the Year. Although we attended many other 
receptions, Past-president Carla Nations and I were 
honored to attend the NAEA presidents reception on the 
final day. We are developing a good relationship with the 
NAEA president, Kim Defibaugh seen here with me holding 
a Seattle salmon. 

In April, our 2018 Spring Conference on the Mississippi Gulf Coast was incredible! I 
had one teacher tell me it was the best professional development she had been to in 
20 years! Thanks to Tony Difatta at the Walter Anderson for our Friday evening tour, 
and Charlie Mabry and the entire Ohr-O’Keefe staff for our Saturday experiences in 
clay. The weekend exceeded expectations! Thanks also to President-elect Randy Miley, 
Treasurer Katie Clark, Technology chair Elise Payne, and others who worked behind the 
scenes to make the weekend a success. A final thanks to Brandi Hoxie, our Southern 
Region rep, for arranging the Friday dinner and picking up the coil portraits. We 
couldn’t do it without you all! https://www.msarted.org/past-conferences Please send 
any additional photos you have to payne.elise@gmail.com

During the summer our MAEA President-elect, Dr. Randy Miley, and his committee will 
continue working on the fall conference. They already have great plans so far. The 
theme is Creating Outside the Lines. Please consider submitting a proposal. The 
conference featured artist and Thursday concentrations are confirmed and will be 
announced in this newsletter. As always you can check the website for the latest 
updates. www.msarted.org

Have a great summer break!

Stephanie Busbea, Ph.D.
MAEA President
Art Education Coordinator, Mississippi  College
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Division Updates…

The Mississippi Department of
Education is creating a Mississippi
College- and Career- Readiness Arts
Learning Standards for Visual Arts
Teaching Guide.

As you may know, in June 2017, the
Mississippi State Board of Education
approved the Mississippi College- and
Career- Readiness Arts Learning
Standards for Dance, Media Arts,
Music Theatre, and Visual Arts. The
state Arts Learning Standards are
aligned with the National Arts
Standards. The MS CCR Arts Learning
Standards for Visual Arts document
may be accessed on the Mississippi
Department of Education Arts page at
www.mdek12.org/ese/vpa. All grades
Pre-K- 12 arts educators and
classroom teachers are encouraged to
download and print a color copy of
the new standards. These standards
are developed to assist teachers to
translate these standards into
workable, effective classroom
practices, MDE is in the process of
creating the Mississippi College- and
Career-Readiness Arts Learning
Standards for Visual Arts Teaching

MAEA News Spring 2018 5

Guide. Your contribution to this
project is welcomed and invaluable.
Please consider being a part of this
important step in Visual Arts
Education in Mississippi.

If you are interested in serving on a
committee and for more information
about the contributing committee
application process, please contact
Vicky Miley at vmiley@mc.edu

I am really excited to be the new 
Southern Region Representative this 
year. I would love to plan a get 
together for all MAEA members as 
well as non members in Ocean 
Springs, MS next month. I would love 
to meet Sunday June 10th at 1pm at 
Glory Bound Gyro Co. 1107 
Government St. in Ocean Springs, so 
everyone in the Southern Region be 
on the lookout! I am looking forward 
to meeting the art educators in my 
area soon. Please feel free to contact 
me if you have any questions, ideas, 
or concerns.

http://www.mdek12.org/ese/vpa
mailto:vmiley@mc.edu
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Division Updates…

Northwest Rankin High School

Melissa Magee’s Art and Community
Classes took part in the Flowood
Chamber’s Chocolate Festival on Feb.
8, 2018. These art students designed 7
outfits out of candy wrappers for the
Project Yumway Fashion Show. 1st

place winners were Taylin Winfrey and
Amaya Robinson (Prom Couple), 2nd

place Lainey Hill (Dorothy) and 3rd

place Alyssa Lee (Wonder Woman).
Proceeds from the night’s events are
going to the participating art classes
from Northwest Rankin High and
Hartfield Academy.

Greetings Central Mississippi 
Educators!

The end is in sight! State testing is
almost over, AP portfolios have been
mailed off, final grades are going in,
and rooms are being packed up and
inventoried for next year. The 2017-
2018 school year is coming to a close.

Central MAEA has had a great year
with 2 amazing conferences and lots
of fun get together dinners. Back in
February, the Central Mississippi
Region had dinner together at Keifer’s
in Jackson. Like always it was a great
time involving food, friends and door
prizes. We are already making plans
for another Central Region get
together this fall come
August/September.

A few Central MS Shout-outs:
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Division Updates…2nd Congressional Art Competition:

Charles Rounds III of Power APAC is
the first place winner of the Second
Congressional Art Competition.
Antwion Leflore of Forest Hill High
School won second place, and
Desmond Young of Power APAC won
third place overall. Several students
received Honorable Mention
recognition- Brittany Bradley of Forest
Hill, Karsen Cowan of Power APAC,
Ashton Hill of Terry High School, and
Alauran Allen of Power APAC. U.S.
Congressman Bennie G. Thompson
announced the winners on April 4.

Scholastics Art and Writing Awards:

The Central MAEA teachers were a
strong fixture in this year’s
competition with awards coming from
Madison Middle School, MRA, Jackson
Prep, Power APAC, Terry High School,
MS School of the Arts, Forest Hill HS,
Clinton High School, Germantown HS,
Madison Central HS, NW Rankin HS,
St. Joe, Pearl HS, and St. Andrew’s. If
you would like to see the entire list of
regional awards and the online gallery,
the site is
http://www.msmuseumart.org/index.
php/education/page/scholastic-art-
awards

At the national level Central MAEA
had winners from the following
schools:

Power APAC: MS American Vision
Medal, 2 Gold Medals, and 2 Silver
Medals

Germantown High School: 1 Gold
Medal

MS School of the Arts: 2 Gold Medals
and 2 Silver Medals

Pearl High School: 1 Silver Medal

Forest Hill High School: 1 Gold Medal

Jackson Prep: 2 Silver Medals

Brandon Middle School

Brandon Middle School is proud to
announce Anna-Rials Beasley as First
Place 6th grade Statewide Winner and
Overall Division Winner grades K-6th

and Cameron Dixon as Second Place
7th grade Statewide winner in the
Mississippi Law Day Art Contest. Avery
Demuth received Honorable Mention
in the Envision Mississippi art contest
sponsored by Parents and Kids
Magazine.

http://www.msmuseumart.org/index.php/education/page/scholastic-art-awards
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Division Updates…

In January artist Wyatt Waters spent
the afternoon with BMS Art Club
demonstrating his painting style and
answer questions about his artwork
and life as an artist.

The BMS Library in conjunction with
the Art Department recently held a
school wide Book Jacket Design
Contest with prizes given; 1st place
Addison Johnson, 2nd place Avery
Demuth, 3rd place Charlotte Riordan.

The BMS NJAHS inducted 13 new
members this spring.
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Division Updates…
The College Savings Mississippi art
contest sponsored by State Treasurer,
Lynn Fitch. 2nd place, 10th grader,
Ashley Thurman

Madison Middle School

Mrs. Stoltzfus, Mr. Johnson, and Mrs.
Davis had a strong year in the
Scholastic Art Awards with 2 silver
keys and 7 honorable mentions.

Silver Key
Lilly Ross 8th grade
India White 8th grade

Honorable Mention
Mary Jackson Brown 7th grade
Rebecca Cundall 8th grade
Kierra Eley 8th grade
Parker Garrett 7th grade
Bennett Kelly 8th grade
Nicolas Lafleur 7th grade
Jett Myrick 8th grade

Forest Hill High School

FHHS inducted their new group of
NAHS members this spring. The new
members earned this honor after
having received 150 service hours
from work in the arts, at school, and
in the community.
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Division Updates…Renna Moore’s AP Art Class was
chosen to decorate the Mississippi
Egg for the 2018 White House Easter
Egg Roll. Design was printed on a giant
egg and displayed in Washington D.C.

MS Law day poster competition: 1st

place statewide 12th grade: Kiara
Thompson and 2nd place statewide
11th grade: Petagay Evans.

National Finalist for the Lowell Milken
Center for Unsung Heroes Art
Competition: Antwion Leflore 11th

grade

Michaela Jacobs, 11th grade, artwork
Connected was chosen for the NAHS
2018 juried art show in Old Town
Alexandria, VA at the NAEA studio and
gallery.

Scholastics Art Awards: Forest Hill
High School students earned a total of
4 Gold keys, 5 Silver keys, and 7
Honorable Mentions. Senior Brandon
Miner received a National Gold
Medal.
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Division Updates…

Please be sure to send in your Shout-
outs, brags, or whatever is going on in
your classroom, so we can spread the
news to our entire membership. Email
info to renna.moore@gmail.com

Whether 17-18 has been fantastic,
stressful, or maybe just not your year,
it is time for it to be over and to
reflect back on what worked, what
didn’t, and how you want to make 18-
19 your new BEST YEAR EVER!

Hoping you have a safe, relaxing, and
artistic summer,

Renna Moore and Ashley Sullivan

Looking for a fun event to participate
in with your class or art club? VERGE
JXN, the yearly interactive arts
festival, is looking for groups to come
up with fun and interactive projects
for 2018’s festival at the HATCH in
midtown, October 20th and for the
Pop up art show, 3rd Thursday at the
MS Art Museum in August. This is a
great way for your art club to connect
to the community. Applications and
more information is located on the
website www.vergejxn.org

An example of the type of projects
and groups we are looking for came
from the BMS NJAHS. This group
hosted an event in April at the MCM
on behalf of Verge JXN promoting the
Interactive Art Festival happening this
fall. Students assisted children in
creating a hand printed masterpiece
based off art Keith Herring. Students
were able to share their knowledge
and love of art with others through
collaboration.

mailto:renna.moore@gmail.com
http://www.vergejxn.org/


Enjoy ing  Candy in  more
Ways  th an One !

I was approached by The Rankin
County Chamber to have my
classes create dresses from candy
wrappers for the Project Yumway
fashion show that would be taking
place at their 1st annual
“Chocolate Festival.”

The Art and Community classes
quickly began brainstorming ideas
for a candy dress. The eighteen
students were not happy with just
creating a dress, they came up
with elaborate costumes. We
could not just decide on one
costume so we decided to do
seven. With the help of Shera
Higbee, with the Northwest
Rankin High school Mu Alpha
Theta Club, the art students were
able to purchase the $700.00
worth of candy needed for the
costumes. Models were chosen
from the classes and then the
craziness began.

B y : M e l i s s a M a g e e
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Our art class had turned into a 
candy factory; we divided into 
teams with a group of students 
working on each outfit. We were 
unwrapping candy and hot gluing 
wrappers for more than 2 months 
or 60 hours of class time. We 
stayed late after school and even 



worked on a couple Saturday and
Sunday afternoons. Just hours
before the event, we were doing
last minute touch ups and fixing
wardrobe malfunctions. The
Prom Couple, Wonder Woman,
Harley Quinn, Dorothy, Pop Art
Girl, and the Butterfly were now
ready for the runway.

Our outfits were superb and
surpassed even our own
imaginations. The Prom Couple
placed 1st, Dorothy placed 2nd

and Wonder Woman placed 3rd,
winning a total of $200.00. The
City of Flowood also spilt the
proceeds from the Chocolate
Festival between the
participating schools with
Northwest Rankin High school

receiving $1,000.00 for our Art and
Community classes.

While at this event we were
approached by “Keep the Rez
Beautiful” to participate in their
annual recycled art contest. What a
perfect way to show off our costumes
again and recycle. The Prom girl
placed 2nd and the Butterfly placed 3rd

winning at total of $250.00. The
students decided to use the winnings
on a class party, canvases and art
supplies for future projects. I am very
proud of my students for thinking
outside of the box and creating not
only pretty outfits but also elaborate
works of art.

MAEA News Spring 2018
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Butterf l i es  and Arts  Integrat ion

Spring- the best of times, the
worst of times, right? The weather
turns glorious, but time seems to
compress. Art inspires, kids
challenge. Spring, however, can
bring opportunities for arts
integration, especially if you raise
butterflies. St. Richard teachers
strive to bring the arts and
academics together every day, as
part of our participation in the
Whole Schools Initiative
(sponsored by the Mississippi Arts
Commission). Raising Monarch
butterflies makes it a natural. We
got involved with these amazing
tiny creatures after learning that
here in Mississippi, fire ants eat
Monarchs for lunch. They prey on
the tiny eggs and caterpillars,
making the rate of reproduction
here almost zero. (Some locales
are lucky enough to be fire ant
free; and monarchs are toxic to
most of their other predators.)

B y : G e n e E v e r i t t
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St. Richard science teachers had 
already experienced raising 
Painted Lady butterflies, which 
was a great way to observe life 
cycles. So the opportunity to 
pursue the Monarch project was 
perfect. Learning that butterfly 
metamorphosis was first 



Resources for Butterfly Study and Arts Integration:

https://www.clintonnaturecenter.org Clinton Nature Center has sponsored the Spring Monarch
rescue for years, beginning with Mississippi College students; now open to anyone.

PBS NOVA production: The Incredible Journey of the Butterflies
ISBN 978-1-59375-895-0

Ann Taylor, Mississippi Museum of Science: Ann.Taylor@mmns.state.ms.us. Ann is volunteer
coordinator and “butterfly lady.” She is an awesome (free) resource and classroom visitor.
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discovered by an artist (age 13!)
was the final touch to bring art
and science together and to bring
Monarchs to school.

Volunteers collect the eggs and
food for these very hungry
Monarch caterpillars. This year we
realized that 5th and 6th graders
could help. A few brave ones were
willing to deal with caterpillar
“droppings”! From preK to 6th, we
worked together to release more
than 50 Monarchs. All over the
school, students created butterfly
art as they learned the science
and wrote about it. Everyone
aimed for symmetry, but had great
freedom in color and media
choices. Watching the students
succeed was magical. Monarchs
will be back and so will I!

https://www.clintonnaturecenter.org/
mailto:Ann.Taylor@mmns.state.ms.us
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Youth Art Month
The theme for Youth Art Month for the 2017/2018 school year was 
“Building Community Through Art.” Kelly Best-Young had over 400 
submissions this year and the choice was definitely a difficult one! 

Candice Mayfield’s artwork was as the overall winner. Her artwork was 
printed as a flag and hung at the NAEA convention in Seattle with a flag 

from every other state. Pictured below are Renna Moore, Candice’s 
teacher at Forest Hill High School and Stephanie Busbea, MAEA president, 

in Seattle with the flag.

For more information on Youth Art Month and 
participating in future competitions go to the 

MAEA YAM page 

https://www.msarted.org/what-is-yam

https://www.msarted.org/what-is-yam


MAEA News Spring 2018 18

Youth Art Month cont. 

Along with the overall YAM winner, there were also awards given
on the high school, middle school, and elementary level.

High School Winner
Shruti Gunapati

Northwest Rankin High School
Melissa Magee, Art Teacher

Middle School Winner
Hadley Palmer

Brandon Middle School
Ashley Sullivan, Art Teacher

Elementary Winner
Patrick Bowen

Private Student
Ashley Sullivan, Art Teacher



Spring Conference Highlights
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Looking for Resources 
from  Spring 
Conference??

CLICK HERE

The MAEA Spring Conference on Apri l 6 and 7 was a great success! Other than a l it t le

rain, the Mississippi Gulf Coast was beautiful . I t was such a unique opportunity to vis it

Bi loxi and Ocean Springs and tour both The Walter Anderson Museum and The George

Ohr-O’Keefe Museums. They real ly rol led out the red carpet for us! Anthony DiFata

opened the doors of the Walter Anderson Museum Friday evening for a reception and

private tour of exhibit ion Thou Who Carriest the Sun: The Feline in Walter Anderson’s

Art . Teachers enjoyed a discount in the gif t shop and were treated to a number of free

teaching materials. Afterwards we moved down the street to enjoy an Ital ian dinner. In

addit ion to a great meal, our creativity was taxed. Members created art inspired by

Walter Anderson right at our tables. Jamie Coon and Rebecca Lancaster got the big

“Door Prize” f rom the Walter Anderson Museum!

The George Ohr-O-Keefe Museum was our second great treat. We began our day early

Saturday morning and were treated to coffee and pastr ies. The Ohr-O’Keefe Museum

also gave us a discount at the gif t shop and some great lesson plans. Char l ie Mabry

planned two activit ies for the members that day. First group were assigned to the raku ’

workshop. We glazed bisque pottery forms and watched them get f ired in a trash can

f ir ing. Everyone left with a beaut iful piece of pottery. The second group toured the

exhibits, including a great Wayne Ferguson expressive ceramics show, and then began

their clay portrait workshop. We were al l inspired and the true art ists came out of us!

We left our treasures in the hands of Charl ie who arranged to f ire them and send them

to Jackson to be picked up. It was a great day!

Good food, great f r iends, fun freebies, and great

fun!

Randy Miley, MAEA President-elect

https://www.msarted.org/past-conferences


MAEA News Spring 2018 20



MAEA News Spring 2018 21



MAEA News Spring 2018 22

2018 Fall Conference
Theme: 

Creating Outside the Lines

•

•

•

http://www.rickandersonart.com/
https://madisonschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cstoltzfus_madison-schools_com/Documents/Documents/MAEA/MAEA 2018/may newsletter/MAEAFallConferenceProposalForm2018.docx
mailto:smarted@gmail.com
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Museum Happenings

Northern Region

Museum Exhibit Start Date End Date

Gumtree Museum
of Art (Tupelo)

Paul Thorn October 3 December 7

University of 
Mississippi 
Museum (Oxford)

The Unstill Life Zeuxis:
Ann Association of Still Life 
Painters

now July 18

Southern Region

Museum Exhibit Start Date End Date

Walter Anderson 
Museum of Art 
(Ocean Springs)

Cats: The Feline in 
Walter Anderson’s 
Art

February 9 July 15

Ohr-O’Keefe Rodrigue’s Blue 
Dog:
Discovering Late 
Works on Canvas 
and Metal

June 12 August 18

George Edgar Ohr:
I am the potter 
who was 

now ongoing

Lauren Rogers Silver Lining:
Contemporary
works in 
silverpoint

January 30 March 31

Da Vinci: Machines August 11 November 11
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Central Region

Museum Exhibit Start Date End Date

Mississippi 
Museum of Art 
(Jackson)

Picturing
Mississippi 1817-
2017: Land of 
Plenty, Pain, and 
Promise

now July 18

McCarty Pottery:
Love.Life.Clay.

now ongoing

Museum Happenings cont.

Many varied and exciting shows and there 
is something for everyone.

Watch newsletter for more and updates!!


