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President’s Note… 

Randy Miley

President, MAEA

This is my first letter to the membership in my second term as 
MAEA President. Yes, this is the second time around for me! I 
served as president from 1984 to 1986. It was a thrill to serve 
early in my career. Now, in the latter part of my career I eagerly 
anticipate the excitement of the year and the opportunity to 
serve once again. Thankfully I begin this term surrounded by a 
wealth of great art educators and past presidents. Most 
importantly, I have my wife, best friend, and art educator 
extraordinaire Vicky Miley at my side. I thank all you for your 
support and look forward to being your president. 

In this first letter, I must begin by thanking my friend and colleague Dr. Stephanie Busbea. She was an 
exceptional president and I am thankful to have served as president-elect during her term. I cannot begin 
to tell you how much I have learned from her. She is intelligent, dedicated, supportive, efficient, and 
believes in art education. She is a great mentor to me- and thanks to her I have a renewed sense of 
confidence as I begin my second term.

Other than age and experience, there are sharp contrasts in my two terms as president. During my first 
term I did not have the luxury of today’s technology. We did not have internet, email, or cell phones. We 
did not have Zoom, Constant Contact, or Facebook. Actually, we didn’t even have computers! I say this in 
jest but actually the “pre-computer” age was not too long ago. I now have access to a wealth of technology 
and find myself wading through it. But, it does make management so much faster and more efficient. Email 
vs Snail-mail… I choose the former! 

In the early 1980s we experienced many of the problems that we have today. I devoted a great amount of 
time working on two goals- membership and unifying with NAEA. Our membership was well under 100 and 
I began working with the Membership Chair to raise that number. This required an extensive letter writing 
campaign, traveling, and hundreds of phone calls. We did reach that goal by the end of my term. It was a 
very hard task because we were asking art educators to become members while at the same time 
significantly increasing their memberships dues as we unified with NAEA. During that time I met many 
people from across the state and nation. I learned that many states faced the same problems as we do in 
Mississippi. I also learned that no matter how big or small the states were, we were linked by a shared 
vision. We all believed in the power of art and its ability to impact 
the lives of our children. However, our biggest task has always been 
to open the eyes and hearts of our leaders. Advocacy is as big today 
as it was in 1984.

In my next letter to you I plan to outline the goals that I set for my
term. I will certainly uphold and expand on Stephanie’s goals. She 
brought us back to our grass roots and made us attend to our
foundation as an organization. Now comes the task of deciding where 
we need to go next. To all members, I welcome your advice and
suggestions. I value your input. Once again, I thank you and look 

forward to a very prosperous year. 

Randy Miley, Ph.D.
MAEA President
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Division Updates…
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Hello all, I’m excited to serve as the
new Elementary Division Director for
MAEA. So many wonderful art
projects and lessons are underway
this school year and I’d love to share
some with you!

Jeff Davis Elementary:

Lisa Bouvette is starting her year out
with a study of Van Gogh’s Starry
Night focusing on how artists see
nature. Students are learning about
the phases of the moon and
incorporating their favorite moon in a
night inspired picture using metallic
pencils. The art program also received
a Donor’s Choose grant for STEAM
materials to engage in architectural
challenges. Teams of students will
rotate through a series of challenges
using IO, LEGO, and Kapla Blacks.

Hello MAEA Members, our 
membership is down a few from last 
year at this time. Please encourage all 
those you teach with in your districts 
to become a part of this great 
organization. Remind them if they are 
a NJAHS/NAHS sponsor they are a 
member and can benefit from 
participating with us. There are 
several ways to become a member 
and options for all income areas. You 
can pay 100% by going to 
www.arteducators.org and 
joining/renewing your membership or 
you can to www.msarted.org and 
doing monthly payments of $9 
through MAEA. Remember, if you 
want to attend the national 
convention in Minneapolis, MN this 
year you have to be a member. If you 
have any questions about 
membership, please let me know. I 
can be reached at cnations@rcsd.ms
or 601-668-4881. Remember, 
everyday is a great day to be an art 
educator!

http://www.arteducators.org/
http://www.msarted.org/
mailto:cnations@rcsd.ms
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Division Updates…Gorenflo & Nichols Elementary:

First grade students are learning
about a unit on lines and are
practicing paintbrush skills by painting
different kinds of lines with black
paint. They will learn about ROYGBIV
and add color in the coming weeks.
Second and third grades are starting a
unit on Asian art. Students will begin
with Gyotaku and will be moving into
Sumi painting. Fourth grades are
practicing figure drawing (with
wooden poseable models) and
blending oil pastels on black paper.

St. Richard School:

Older students are focusing on Art
vocabulary- especially the Elements
and Principles of Art with information
from the website
www.awesomeartists.com. The site
features a booklet called the ABC’S of
Art, free to download and print in
color or black & white. Students used
the pages to make their own “text
book” for art class. The pages were
placed in binders with creative covers,
and they will use them as references.
A wall display was made to display the
vocabulary. To help them with their
understanding, the 5th and 6th grade
students created a sign showing either
element or principle. Students
sketched a sign using erasable colored
pencils, then completed it with

markers and sharpies.

St. Richard loves to focus on famous
artists, especially noting their
birthday. “Homage to Frida Khalo”
where 4th graders learned that Frida
Khalo was born in July. They learned
that she faced great challenges,
especially after suffering serious
injuries as a teenager. She had to lie
flat in a cast. Frida’s mom positioned
an easel to allow her to paint. She
included a mirror, and Frida created
amazing self portraits. Students
focused on “Self Portraits in a Frame.”

http://www.awesomeartists.com/
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Division Updates…Students started with a frame
(construction paper, with the middle
reserved for their face.) They
decorated the frame with cut paper
shapes, markers, and colored pencil,
noting in her portraits we see flowers,
leaves and vines, parrots and
monkeys. For their final touch, they
used photographs of their faces. They
cut out their face and placed it in the
frame. As an alternative, students
could draw a portrait of Frida and
place her face in the frame. They love
the art of Frida Khalo!

St. Vincent DE Paul Catholic School:

Students are working on “Coastal
Color Compositions.” Children had to
choose either: warm/cool,
primary/secondary, complementary,
or analogous color schemes. They
drew something that could represent
The Coast (you’ll see a lot of shrimp
and jellyfish.) They divided their
background into several spaces and
painted either warm or cool color, or
primary or secondary colors. If so,
they painted tints and shades of one
color. The next week they painted
their object with the other scheme- or
tints/shades of the background color’s
compliment. Finally, they had to
reference their color choices in the
title. Several “Warm Shrimp” and
“Cool Sea,” but some came up with
awesome titles!

Popp’s Ferry Elementary:

Fourth grade students are learning
about the works of Hokusai. Students
looked at real wood blocks, prints, and
tools before creating their own
version of The Great Wave off
Kanagawa using oil pastels and
tempera. We took art outdoors and
used the cyclone fence as a canvas to
create a giant Great Wave with
recycled materials. Students
collaborated together to weave
bubble wrap, plastic tablecloths, yarn,
ribbons, and felt through the fence
until their masterpiece was finished.
We discussed public art and how art
can make a difference in schools and
communities.
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Division Updates…

Second and third grades learned
about the life of Henri Matisse and
created their own Goldfish oil pastel
and tempera compositions. We talked

about foliage and different plants and
students were encouraged to draw a
variety of each. Kindergarten and first
grade students looked at Sea Jellies
and Fish and used crayons to draw a
sea life scene with patterned fish.
Students painted the compositions
using tempera.

Art shows, exhibits, conferences,
contests:

MAEA Fall Conference November 7-9 
at MS Museum of Art/Pearl River 
Glass and Pearl High School. Hope to 
see you all there!!

Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC) 
State Arts Conference Thursday, 
October 24th at Mississippi State 
Capitol Building downtown Jackson 
from 8am-4pm

International Conference on the 
Blues (Music + Art) at Delta State 
University October 4th  
www.deltastate.edu

The Peter Anderson Festival in Ocean 
Springs November 2-3. Last year my 
art students had a booth at the Walter 
Anderson Museum of Art during the 
PAF on Saturday. The WAMA 
encourages student artists to sell their 
original artwork and gives away FREE

http://www.deltastate.edu/
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Division Updates…
spaces for them to do so. You must
contact the WAMA to inquire. Last
years festival was completely FULL of
students and their artwork. Spaces are
limited. Call the WAMA if interested at
228-872-3164.

Gallery 182 Co-Art in Biloxi’s
September Art Show- What a
Wonderful World! by artist Gail
Cheney and Margeuerite Pivarnik. This
show celebrates the wonderful world
in which we live with paintings,
photography, and pottery.

The Ohr Museum of Art presents Ohr
Fest October 5th from 11am-8pm

I’d love to hear from you and see
what’s happening in your art rooms!
Please feel free to reach out to me
anytime!
brandi.Hoxie@biloxischools.net

Hola, Middle School Teachers! I,
Ashley Sullivan, am your Middle
Division Director. So you may know a
little about me, let me introduce
myself. I currently teach 7th grade

General Art and 8th grade Art I at
Brandon Middle School. I sponsor the
Art Club, our NJAHS Chapter and Beta
Club. This is my 3rd year at BMS and I
am currently in my 9th year of
teaching. I have taught 7th-12th grades
(Art I – AP Art) during my years as an
educator. I earned my Bachelor of
Science in Visual Communications
from Lambuth University in TN,
Masters of Art in teaching from
Belhaven University and am currently
working on my National Boards. I have
been a member of NAEA since 2013
and served 2 years as Co-
Representative of the Central Region.

Be on the lookout in the coming
weeks for an email inviting all my
middle school peeps to a video chat.
Since we are all over the state and
don’t get to visit and talk specifically
middle school often, I thought it
would be a fun idea to take an
evening and get together via
technology and informally chat about
things. You never know who might
have that one magic thing that will
help you survive life in middle school.
Also I want to encourage those of you
who have not done so already to sign
up and attend our Fall Conference
November 7-9 at MS Museum of Art
and Pearl High School. I will also be
sending out, closer to conference time
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Division Updates…
details on a Middle School meetup
dinner that Thursday Night November
8th.

If you are here as a member, my goal
this year is to keep an open line of
communication with you. Basically I
want your voice to be heard on the
MAEA Board. I will also do my best to
update you on exciting things
pertaining to our awesome middle
schoolers… exhibits, upcoming events,
contests, etc. Please be sure to also
send me your Shout Outs and info
about the amazing happenings in your
classroom, basically anything artsy. I
will get it published in the newsletter
and sent out for everyone to hear
about it. For all potential members,
we are always looking for more
people to join the MAEA/NAEA Art
Party! The resources and connections
you will make can’t be found in any
other educational organization. As a
member of MAEA, I have personally
experienced WONDERFUL Art
conferences where I have received
hands on training in new Art
techniques, engaging new lesson
plans, kept current in new Art trends,
and updated in the New State Art
curriculum. It’s also a fun way to earn
CEUs and your membership costs
count as your school’s sponsor costs
for a chapter of NAHS?NJAHS. It’s a

Hope everyone’s beginning of the
school year has been going strong.
You might be having to devote class
time to making those Homecoming
decorations, trying to find supplies
when you have no budget, or trying to
explain to your class why they have to
take art. The AP Studio Art teachers
are working through the challenge of
having completely brand new
requirements with little to no
resources. With the focus on more
experimentation, planning, and a
student directed investigation, I have
found that some of my students have
really enjoyed the freedom to make
mistakes and “color outside the lines,”
while some of my technically strong
students are almost paralyzed by the
fear that they will make a “mistake” or

great way to get your school to help
pay your dues. Feel free to message
me if you are interested in more
information and remember, nobody is
going to understand you better than
another Art teacher! I am looking
forward to meeting new members and
keeping connected with old ones!
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Division Updates…
not get that A. But I do see a light at
the end of the tunnel and feel that the
experimentation and planning will
lead to stronger, original, and more
authentic artwork created by the
talented students in Mississippi.

During these next 2 years, I look
forward to being the Secondary
Division Director and hope to have
many wonderful activities/get
togethers. We will be having the
annual Thursday night Secondary
dinner during the conference (details
to follow) and I am working on a
hands on activity for January.

Also I want to hear what is going on
with you. Please be sure to also send
me your student and personal Shout
outs and info about the amazing
happenings in your classroom,
basically anything artsy. It will be
published in our newsletter and
posted on the Instagram page for
everyone to hear about it. Make sure
to follow us @mississippiarteducation
on Instagram. Info can be sent to
renna.moore@gmail.com

2018-2019 Advanced Placement
Passing Scores:

Clinton High School: 5 students (100%
pass)

Power APAC: 8 students (100% pass)
with two scores of 5

Pearl High School: 4 students passing
with 1 score of 5

Forest Hill High School: 19 students
(100% passing) with 1 score of 5

Terry High School: 3 passing with 1
score of 5

Terry High School:

Student Gabby Nelson received a
Silver award in the annual Blick Mixed
Media Contest. This is a national
competition, so big congratulations to
Gabby and her teacher Rebecca
Wilkinson.

mailto:renna.moore@gmail.com
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Division Updates…
Power APAC:

45 students had their work chosen to
be published for the 2019 summer
edition of Celebrating Art. This
number put them into the top 10
(number 8) in the nation for highest
number of accepted students.

Forest Hill High School:

35 students’ artwork was chosen to
be published in the 2019 Spring
Celebrating Art Yearbook, with 5 of
the students receiving High merit
awards.

5 students had their work chosen to
be published for the 2019 Summer
edition of Celebrating Art.

Florence High School:

The amazing Carla Nations won the
Thad Cochran Excellence in Art
Education award given by the
Mississippi Alliance for Arts Education.

Florence High School had 6 students
published in Celebrating Art Spring
2019 edition.

Her students have started the year by
creating their own sketchbooks and
focusing on the Elements of Art. In
addition to the sketchbook, they’ve
created Skoot Line & Shape artwork
and 3D African inspired masks made
form recycled cardboard. For their
next project about value, they will be
taking a series of black & white
photos!

She also started a teacher Instagram
account this year: lancasterteachesart
and really enjoys being able to post
and update her students using a
format they love. It’s also been a great
way for parents to see what’s
happening in the classroom.

Sumner Hill (9th grade):

Art teacher, Rebecca Lancaster
received the August 2019 Teacher of
the Month for Sumner Hill Junior High
School.
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Greetings from the world of higher
education. I have had a remarkably
good start to this new semester, and I
hope your experience has been the
same. What an incredible opportunity
we have been given – that of
preparing young people to attain
success in their chosen fields. But as
teachers, our learning process never
stops. Teachers are the quintessential
life-long learners, and obtaining a
higher degree is often part of that on-
going learning.

If you have ever thought about taking
that big step and going after a Master
of Education in Art degree, it is now
more attainable than ever. Mississippi
College is the only Mississippi
institution to offer a graduate Art
Education degree, and the low-
residency program allows practicing
teachers to complete education and
art education classes online during
the school year. Studio classes are
taken during the summer. It is
estimated that the entire degree can
be earned in as little as 14 months.
This unique program is especially
welcomed by teachers who cannot
afford to give up their current

Here in the northern MAEA region we
are having a fall professional
development opportunity at Blue
Mountain, September 23rd with Gail
Morgan leading the workshop. The
cost is $50 and will run from 9 till 2
and offer CEU credits. What a
wonderful local opportunity. We will
use this workshop opportunity to plan
another fall meetup for October. If you
are not attending the workshop
please feel free to contact me with
ideas and dates for that October
gathering.

There has been some lovely sharing of
art and art room ideas on Facebook

Jobs to attend classes during the
regular semesters. Or perhaps the
hesitation is due to not wanting to
give up a really good job in a great
district. Whatever the reason, check
out the Low-Residency Program
offered by Mississippi College by
contacting Dr. Stephanie Busbea at
busbea@mc.edu or go to art.mc.edu
for more information.

mailto:busbea@mc.edu
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Division Updates…From northern area art instructors.
Please feel free to send us pictures for
our next newsletter and also share on
the MAEA Facebook page.

Lee County Elementary lead teacher
Gena Yarborough has handed off the
role of Lead Teacher and managing
the elementary county wide program
to Tracy Nock. Congratulations Tracy!
We know you will continue the rich
program in place and build on the
momentum.

Please share any of our northern and
state activities with any art instructors
and encourage them to join MAEA
and come to our gatherings. Also if
you know of professional art or art
education opportunities in the
northern region please send them to
me as a central collection point in case
we have artist, art instructors and
employers that need to find each
other.

There is some amazing talent in our
area so please submit write ups and
pictures of art outcomes or events to
me to compile and let us know what
you’re up to. Your great ideas inspire
all of us. I know this is an early
newsletter but everyone should have
wonderful outcomes to share by the
next newsletter.

The Northern Region will also be
hosting the Spring Conference with
Gail Morton again pulling it together.
Please let Gail or myself or Elise Payne
know if you can help Gail in making
the spring conference a success. This
will be a great MAEA recruitment
event for our area as well. Many art
teachers are not funded to get to
distant conferences so they feel they
can’t benefit much from membership.
Supporting successful workshops and
conferences when they are close by is
very meaningful in promoting local
visual arts, artists, art education and
opening opportunities for both art
professionals and students.

Charmagne Andrews sends us this
news. “I retired from full time
teaching from Alabama State
University as of June 1, 2019. I am
now an adjunct and continuing to
teach my online art appreciation class.
I will be moving back to Magnolia,
Mississippi within the next 6 months
or so.” We look forward to welcoming
Charmagne back to Mississippi soon.
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Division Updates…
Memphis is our closest larger art
museum source. Here are some
current links for updates to upcoming
events in some main museums this
year. If you are in the north west
corner you have rich sources to
connect to in Memphis.

www.brooksmuseum.org
https://belzmuseum.org
www.metalmuseum.org
www.dixon.org

In Tupelo and Oxford these galleries
are available.

https://thecarongallery.com
https://gumtreemuseum.com
https://southsideartgallery.com

Again! Welcome back everyone!

The National Archives is hosting an art
competition for students in grades 4,
5, and 6 this fall school season. The
art competition is part of the newest
National Archives exhibit and national
initiative, Rightfully Hers: American
Women and the Vote. They are
encouraging students to explore what
the women’s movement and the right

to vote means to them and how to
represent this creatively through art.
The National Archives wants students
to create a visual piece of artwork that
answers the question: What does the
100th anniversary of women winning
the right to vote mean to you and
your community? This question asks
you to dig into the rich history of the
women’s movement, analyze the
textual and visual evidence available
to you, and draw your own
conclusions about what the 19th

Amendment means to them. In what
ways did they succeed? Who was left
out of this monumental historical
moment? History is not all black and
white – this contest asks you to color
the past as you see it, or as it relates
to you.

All students in these grades are
welcome to participate and the grand
prize winner will earn a trip to our
National Archives Sleepover in
February. For more information you
can click here or contact:

Taylor Collison
Marketing and Communications
Manager
National Archives Foundation
202-357-5221

http://www.brooksmuseum.org/
https://belzmuseum.org/
http://www.metalmuseum.org/
http://www.dixon.org/
https://thecarongallery.com/
https://gumtreemuseum.com/
https://southsideartgallery.com/
https://madisonschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cstoltzfus_madison-schools_com/Documents/Documents/MAEA/MAEA 2019/sept newsletter/Rightfully Yours Youth Art Competition.pdf
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Happy New School Year NAHS AND 
NJAHS folks!!
Don’t forget about getting in your 
chapter info to NAEA! Let’s see how 
many lapsed chapters we can start 
back up in the 2019-20 school year. Do 
you need help getting one started? 
Please let me 
know and I will 
get you some
info! It is so very 
easy!

Also, don’t forget about our 
NAHS/NJAHS Art Allstar Challenge in 
the Spring!! Last year we had a blast, 
we hope to see you this year! If you 
would like to be on the planning 
committee, please let me know!

I am so excited to see how awesome 
our NJAHS/NAHS groups will be this 
year!!



Dot  Day and Embrac ing  
Everyone ’s  D i fferences

In celebration of Peter H. Reynolds
charming and inspirational story,
“The Dot” September 15th has
been designated an International
Dot Day. The lower elementary
students at St. Anthony Catholic
School created dot inspired
artworks for a special Dot Day
installation. Each grade was read
the story of “The Dot” before
beginning their own varied dot
projects. Prekindergarten 4 year
old students created whimsical
dot resist paintings using crayons
and tempera cakes developing
their basic drawing and painting
skills.

B y : A m a n d a C a s h m a n
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The Kindergarten students learned 
about line and created 3-
dimensional line sculptures with a 
paper plate “dot” base. Students 
practiced folding, bending, and 
manipulating the paper lines into 
swirls, zig-zags, and arches on 
their dots. While 1st grade 
students created a mixed media



collage piece by tracing circles
and dots of all different sizes and
colors of construction paper and
cutting them out. Once the
circles were glued to a
background sheet of paper, extra
dots were added with BINGO
daubers in bright colors. The
students are excited to share
their artwork with everyone
while it is on view inspiring
everyone to “make their mark
and see where it goes!”

2nd grade students at St. Anthony
Catholic School began the school year
with creating portraits in the style of
beloved children’s author/illustrator
Todd Parr. After reading the book, “It’s
Okay to be Different” by Parr, students
used their cutting and gluing skills to
create a collage portrait using bold,
bright colored construction paper and

MAEA News Fall 2019
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simple shapes like circles and
semicircles. The completed
portraits were displayed in the
school hallways to delight
everyone with their different hair
styles, missing teeth, or glasses
reminding us all that we are not
all the same and that “It’s Okay to
be Different!”

Shout out to Cassie Stephens and her
blog for inspiration on several of the
projects, tips, and how-to’s

MAEA News Fall 2019
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2019-2020 YAM Theme

The Council for Art Education (CFAE) administers the national Youth
Art Month Program, typically celebrated in March. The national Youth
Art Month Program is designed to encourage support for quality
school art programs for grades K-12. Youth Art Month provides a
forum for recognizing skills developed through visual arts
experiences, including Problem Solving, Creativity, Observation, and
Communication.

The Flag and Banner Programs allows each state to design a flag or
banner using the national theme, “Take a Journey through Art.” Each
state uses the Overall Award winners design for the flag but also has a
High School, Middle School, and Elementary winners as well.

Sargent Art is proud to be a sponsor for this year’s Mississippi Youth
Art Month Flag design contest. Sargent Art will provide art supplies
for student and teacher prizes for one winner in each of the following
three categories: Elementary, Middle and High Schools. Art supplies
for the students are worth $100 retail value and a certificate and
classroom art supplies for the teacher worth $300 retail value. The
Overall winning student will receive art supplies worth $500 and the
teacher will receive classroom art supplies worth $1000. Sargent Art
will send a Participation Gift to each school after receiving from the
Principal (via email) the following information: school enrollment
number, number of art teachers, and number of entries submitted to
Youth Art Month.

For more information please email Kelly Young at kellyyoung@mcsd.us
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2019 Fall Conference
Theme: 

Pop

•

•

•

http://www.seanstarwars.com/
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07egdsbow901997375&llr=koir98jab
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/64c60b_a3bb0f9ca3a54564b428a3901586ebfc.pdf
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Museum Happenings

Southern Region

Museum Exhibit Start Date End Date

Ohr O’Keefe 
Museum

George Edgar Ohr:
I am the potter 
who was 

now ongoing

Top Regional Glass 
Artists

September 24 November 30

Adrienne Brown-
David

September 17 November 16

Carmen Lugo November 30 March 7

Clay Encounters: 
Create your own 
clay project

Give your students the opportunity to 
create at our state-of-the-art ceramics
studio. A colorful pinch pot, an artsy slab 
vase or a gorgeous ceramic magnolia, 
there is nothing like seeing your creation 
come to life. Our ceramic projects are 
suitable for all ages and all experience 
levels. 

Lauren Rogers What Lies Beneath now November 17

https://www.georgeohr.org/
https://www.lrma.org/
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Museum Happenings

Central Region

Museum Exhibit Start Date End Date

Mississippi 
Museum of Art 
(Jackson)

McCarty Pottery:
Love.Life.Clay.

now ongoing

Pappy Kitchens 
and the Saga of 
Red Eye the 
Rooster

Now September 29

New Symphony of 
Time

Now ongoing

McArthur Binion, 
Ghost: Rhythms & 
Haints

October 12 January 19

Nick Cave: Feat October 26 February 16

Van Gogh, Monet, 
Degas: The Art 
from the Virginia 
Museum of Fine 
Arts

April 4 September 27

http://msmuseumart.org/index.php/

